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To: People's Courts and Military Courts at all levels
[bookmark: dc_1]Recently, the Supreme People's Court has received feedback from the Courts on the difficulties and obstacles in applying the mitigating circumstance of "the offender sincerely declares and repents" specified at Point s, Clause 1, Article 51 of the Criminal Code. In order to ensure the uniform application of law, the Supreme People's Court has the following opinions:
[bookmark: dc_2]The circumstance "The offender sincerely declares and repents" is understood as the case where the offender sincerely admits the criminal act and repents of what he has committed; The circumstances of "sincere declaration" and "repentance" are not two independent circumstances. Therefore, if the offender "sincerely declares and repents", it is only considered a mitigating circumstance specified in Clause 1, Article 51 of the Criminal Code.
The above is the opinion of the Supreme People's Court for the Courts to study and refer to when settling specific cases. In the course of implementation, if there are any problems, it is requested to report them to the Supreme People's Court (through the Department of Legal Affairs and Scientific Management) for timely guidance./.
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